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EESI Recognizes Fleets for Use of Biodiesel

Steve Andreorio, fleet manager for Academy School District 20, and Ben
Cole, fleet manager for Colorado Springs School District 11, collaborated
n their effort to enhance air quality through clean schaol buses
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bus fleets in Medford, M1 Colorado
springs; and Chicago with the Nation
Clean Bus |.L!':'!f.':l.'l'.'ihi|_:l Recognition
Program award for using bindiesel in
their vehicles.

As part of its overall mission, the
non-profit organization focuses on

cleaner '-'ﬂ'tH;.'.‘_r' solutions tor t]';ll'|5|:l1ll'

tation and facilitates peer mentoring to |

help communities assist each other in
identilving clean transpartation sourc-
es and funding,

“We sep efforts to clean L these
Heets as especially important, Effects
l::ll. [l]!.'!‘-l_'{ L'x.l'-...:t.‘-.l S l."&:lll."'(_'il.l”_'_n' |'Ilj_j_'\'_=
on children,” said EESI policy analyst
Shefali Ranganathan, "These schools
are making efforls to get these dirty
buses off the road and clean up their
enisting [yses,

Medford Township Public School
District in New Jersey was highlight-
ed for operating its 62 schonl buses on

a B20 blend tor the past eight years,

Runganathan said. By using biodiesel,
the district, which transports 3,500
students each day, has displaced more
than 70,000 gﬂ”nnt of petroleum die-
sel and 'i'i!_l.'l:rfl.l.'l”:.' reduced toxic
EITissinns.

“T'hey are the pioneers of biodiesel
use,” she said, "They've made a long
term commitment to biodiesel and
proved its workability in the school
hus fleet."

Colorade Springs School District
11 and Academy Schoal [Districl 20

received recognition for their Couperi-
tive effort to clean up their school bus
fleets through the use of biodiesel and
other methods to reduce emissions and
mcrease efficiency.

The

joined forces o secure EPA funding for

transportation departments
retrofitting and anti-idling measures
as well as biodiesel use. In addition to
being environmentally conscious, the
elfort is turther motivated by the health
benetits to the students and increased
tuel economy, said District 1] transpor-
tation director William Bair

District 11 transports 7,000 students
daily on 116 buses, nine of which have
diesel oxidation catalysts and run on
biodiesel. Four more were schedule for
retrofitting in December. The fleet trav
els 1.3 million miles each vear.

District 20 operates o Heet of 132
school buses, 12 of which are fitted with
PO equipment and use hiodiesel, the
combination of which fleet director
Steve Andreorio said reduces the densi-
Ly ef smoke emissions by approximately
00 percent on each bus,

“We all recognize the importance
of reducing emissions, and those of us
in school districts had the opportu
nity to make a difference in our area,”
Andrecrio said.

'he EES] recognized Cook-[llinois
Caorporation for demonstrating cor
porate environmental stewardship
through the use of biodiesel in 800 of its
1400 buses, making it one of the largest
school bus fleets in the country to use
the alternative fuel. The company oper-
ates in more than 50 schoo! disiricts in
[llinois and its school buses travel 4 mil-
lien miles each year.

Medford Township Public Schoaols
has been fueling up with biodiesel
since 1897,

“They tool the initiative sans any
government mandates,” Ranganathan
said
example for other contractors. 11 one

private institution does it and can

"Cook Hlinois also serves as an

make it work ... other bus operators

are likelv to follow,” 50
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